1
3
Scaglione


Joy Scaglione

Mrs. Truffin

ENG 383 01

How to Be A Sniper the Easy Way
*Disclaimer: This essay is for amusement only and has no value outside of said amusement. The author takes no responsibility, nor will she be held liable in any way, for unlawful acts that are claimed to have been "inspired," motivated, or suggested by anything presented in this essay.  This essay is NOT for those who would seek to overthrow any government, generate insurgency, or unlawfully harm other persons.


Have you ever watched reruns of M*A*S*H or old war movies and wished that you too could be a sniper, hiding behind bushes and hitting every target you aim at?  Have you ever wished that you could satisfy your need for power and glory?  Maybe you simply have the desire to have an outlet for your frustrations that is both legal and fun.  If you have, there is good news—you can do all this and more!  There are three easy steps to fulfilling your sniping potential, but first, let us look at sniping in more depth.


According to the Sniper Country website, a sniper is “an expert rifleman trained in the techniques of the individual soldier and assigned the mission of sniping.”  A sniper needs to be able to do many things, such as estimate ranges, search areas, and locate and identify sounds.  Snipers must also be able to effectively use cover, concealment, and camouflage.  A working knowledge of maps, sketches, aerial photos, and the compass is necessary as well.  Recognizing enemy personnel quickly is a skill that can save your life and the lives of your team.  A good sniper can also move without detection and endure long periods of waiting.


You may be asking yourself, “How can I be a sniper? It seems impossible!”  True, the art of sniping is difficult, but it is certainly not impossible.  Ever since firearms were invented, skilled snipers have often influenced the tide of battle.  These individuals are operatives who gather intelligence for the command structure (law enforcement or military) and occasionally take the one, well aimed shot that, if done properly, will save lives.  A sniper can often be one of the most effective weapons on the field of battle, but the sniping must be done right.


The first step to becoming a successful sniper is to join some branch of the armed forces, such as the US Army Rangers.  This is the only legal way to shoot people without their prior knowledge.  (If you wish to overthrow your government or bring about a revolution, I suggest that you check yourself into an institution or simply read another essay.  This one is not for you).  When enlisting in the armed forces, be sure to tell your recruiting officer that you would like to be on a sniper team.  The officer will then transfer you to the unit commander, and you can begin your training.  This training will not be easy, but it is definitely rewarding.  You will soon be on your way to a successful sniping career.


The second step to becoming a sniper is to equip yourself.  Snipers need guns, and these are easily obtained.  Your mission will dictate the type of weapon you carry, but it is a good idea to stock up on the essentials.  Many types of rifles are available to snipers (and to the general public), but the best sniping rifles are often imported and expensive.  You don’t want to borrow a gun from your commanding officer all the time, so empty out your bank account and invest in a quality gun—you won’t regret it.  After you accumulate a healthy supply of firearms, don’t forget to practice.  You wouldn’t want to embarrass yourself on the battlefield because you don’t know which end of the gun to point at the enemy.  Take the time to find a good shooting range in your area and practice, practice, practice!


The third and final step to becoming a sniper is to find a target.  Remember, snipers do not (usually) roam around looking for people to shoot. They do not shoot non-combatants such as women and children, other unarmed persons, livestock, windshields, and houses.  When your troop leader tells you that you are ready for battle, take a deep breath, say “Yes, Sir!”, grab your rifle and shoot what he tells you to shoot (namely, the bad guys).  You have now fulfilled your needs for success and power.  Congratulations! You are now a sniper!  So go write a letter to your mother (she will be so proud), grab your rifle, and have some fun!
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