November 2008
Happy Holidays!
It’s been another great semester here in Bangkok with lots of changes! I have a wonderful group of third graders this year – they’re very sweet and so eager to learn. This has also been my first year as Lead Teacher of upper elementary. I am in charge of ten other teachers and I’m enjoying the responsibility. The other Lead Teacher and I have been studying leadership with our principal and learning quite a lot. 
I’ve also been enjoying my continued involvement with my church, Newsong. (www.newsongbangkok.net) We just had our annual retreat earlier this month and it was a wonderful time of community and fellowship. We’ve also just relocated to a new building to accommodate our growing numbers! It’s been exciting to see what God is doing in Bangkok.
Unfortunately, not everything has been sunshine and roses this year. The political situation here in Bangkok has continued to deteriorate and we have missed several days of school because of the unrest. Neither side is willing to compromise, and there have been ongoing protests and demonstrations, including several deaths. Thankfully, we are safe here on the outskirts of the city, but this is still a very serious situation for Thailand.
I have also been going through some personal difficulties as I’ve injured my knee yet again and have had to go back to using a knee brace and cane, which I don’t enjoy! I’m under the care of a highly recommended orthopaedist who is taking me through all of the non-surgical options, including physical therapy. (It’s even less fun than it sounds!) It’s hard to be patient – it takes me twice as much time and energy to do anything at all – but I have been doing my best to take care of the injury so that I can recuperate quickly.

Prayer Requests
· Healing and recuperation for my knee, and endurance as I go through physical therapy.
· A quick and successful resolution for the political situation here in Bangkok, and safety for everyone involved.
· Safety as I travel home for the Christmas break.
I can’t ever thank you enough for your constant prayers and support – it means more to me than I can say!
Joy Scaglione 
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